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“Initial indications are that civil 
society organizations are not that 
active in Kosovo on fiscal matters, 
although GAP is a notable exception”

“Civil society organizations like 
GAP Institute are doing incredible 
work not only to draw attention to 
corruption, but also to facilitate 
dialogue and debate that will lead 
to real solutions.” 

“Acknowledging the efforts of 
the GAP Institute in the fight 
against corruption in Kosovo”

— Colleen Hyland,
Deputy Chief of Mission
of USA in Kosovo, 2017.

— Mark Hallerberg,
Professor at Hertia School
of Governance.

— Krystyna Marty-Lang,
Swiss Ambassador in Kosovo and

Andrew Russell,
UNDP Representative for Kosovo, 2016.

Others about
GAP Institute



“GAP Institute:
A Leader in Public Policy Field 
in Kosovo” 

“A powerful report from the GAP Institute 
for Advanced Studies, published in May 
2008, demonstrated the inconsistencies and 
illegalities which characterized the private 
provision of higher education in Kosovo” 

 “GAP Institute one of the most 
influential think-tank in Kosovo 
- promoting economic 
development of this country" 

— Central European Journal of 
Public Policy, Charles University,
Prague, 2010 

— Professor Steve Brisstow
Head of Inspection Services of the 

British Accreditation Council for 
Independent Further and Higher 

Education, January 2010

— Secretary John Kerry 
during his visit to Kosovo.
2 December 2015
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theguardian.com

spiegel.de

Jeta Xharra
17 February 2015

“…the GAP Institute, a Pristina-based economic thinktank, 
disagrees, saying history has told many Kosovans that 
migration can bring signi cant economic bene ts. The 
diaspora numbers in the hundreds of thousands and grows 
each year, with the largest number in Germany and Switzer-
land. They typically send home more than a €500m each 
year – an important driver of the home economy…”

Kosovans risk perils of roads, forests and
criminals in chase for better life in EU

By Walter Mayr
April 24, 2008

"…We must keep our best people in the country, but we lack 
young elites," says director of the Institute for Advance Studies 
(GAP) and plans to establish an academy for future business 
leaders. Kosovo's main export is still scrap metal, but Ahmeti 
mentions what politicians intend to ask for at an upcoming 
international donors' conference -- a subway in the small 
industrial city of Ferizaj, for €36 million ($58 million), and an 
opera house dedicated to the now-deceased former president, 
Ibrahim Rugova, for €25 million ($40 million)…”

The Slow Birth of a Nation
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“I welcome the report of the GAP 
Institute regarding on European 
Commission recommendations on 
the Kosovo Budget. In the following 
days I will send invitations for analysts 
from this institute to meet and discuss 
more concretely the findings of their 
report. This analysis will help us in 
further advancement to the process 
of preparation and execution of the 
Kosovo .”  

— Avdullah Hoti – Finance Minister, 
23 April 2017.

“According to a report by GAP Institute, 
where it assesses the reflection on the 
budget due to changes to the value 
added tax, it says there more or less 
that based on the information from 
Customs in 2014, the net negative 
effect by lowering the value added 
tax from 16% to 8%, on the budget of 
the Republic of Kosovo will be around 
5 million euros, however the positive 
effect by increasing the 16% to 18% 
will be over 50 million euros. One can 
clearly see here that the effect on 
consumer basket, always according 
to GAP, predicted to increase in 
price generally by 1% after these tax 
changes, therefore the consumer will 
pay more for their basket compared to 
what they pay now.”

— transcript of the plenary session 
of the Assembly of Kosovo, 28 May 
2015.

“GAP Institute has conducted a budget 
analysis for 2015 for institutions falling 
under the scope of the Commission. 
Therefore, today our discussion will be 
about this budget analysis.”

— minutes from the Parliamentary 
Committee on Legislation, 31 May 
2016.

“Members of the commission 
welcomed the project presented by 
GAP Institute, and agree to continue to 
cooperate in monitoring municipalities 
at local level.”

— minutes from the  Parliamentary 
Commission on Public Administration, 
Local Government and Media, 
1 February 2017

“I appreciate highly the comparative 
study conducted by GAP. It has helped 
us by providing an overview of other 
countries and this indeed provided 
us with another insight for clarifying 
the criteria, which we must take into 
consideration.”

— transcript of the Parliamentary 
Committee on Economic 
Development hearing, 1 March 2016. 

“To offer assistance, GAP Institute 
has been involved in the capacity of 
professional advisers.” 

— Strategy for Local Self Government 
2016-2026.
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